
Parent Governor Election - Personal Statements 

Please read statements from the four candidates standing in our parent governor 
election overleaf. Parents and guardians have been sent a (yellow) letter 
including more details with a voting paper attached. Remember to vote on 
Monday (11th) using the ballot box in the main office. 
 
 
 

The Importance of Music  
Thank you for so many wonderful comments about the Nursery and Reception 
performances this week. A very short new video explains how music improves 
children’s reading and memory skills, as well as being great fun! Read more 
about why we believe music is such a vital part of our curriculum on our website. 
 
 
 

Magical Movie Moments for Years 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6 next week 
Older children will be sharing some of their musical skills next week. Magical 
Movie Moments performances will take place on Tuesday (12th) for Years 1 & 2, 
Wednesday (13th) for Years 3 & 4 and Thursday (14th) for Years 5 & 6 at 
9.15am and repeated at 2pm. Please be punctual at 2pm.  
 
 
 

PTA Winter Fair thanks 

What a wonderful Winter Fair! Here is a message from Roy Wilson the chair of 
our Friends of Heathbrook: “A huge thanks to all the parents, carers, staff, 
children and relatives who helped make our Winter Fair such an enjoyable event 
last Friday! We also raised over £1,900 which will go towards our all-weather 
sports pitch as well as other activities through the year.”  
 
 
 

All-weather Sports Pitch update 
As explained at a coffee morning just after half term, the fundraising for our 
planned all-weather pitch is progressing very positively. The parents coordinating 
the project are ready to start the parent-led fundraising stage, including 
distributing a letter to businesses or individuals who might be interested in 
supporting us. For further information, please contact Duncan Adams (parent). 
 
 
 

PTA Second Hand Uniform Sale 
One of our regular second hand uniform sales will take place next Friday (15th) 
at 8.45am and 3.15pm in the playground. Please leave any uniform (in good 
condition) that you no longer need with the office. 
 

 
 

Festive Jumpers 
Our school councillors are inviting children to support one of their chosen 
charities, Spare Tyre, on our Christmas Lunch day next Thursday (14th). They 
decided that when they make a donation at the gates on the day, then they can 
wear a festive jumper or a mainly green or red jumper. 
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Parent Governor Election - Candidate Statements 
 
 
 
Paul van Heyningen 

I am dad to Ben (year 4) and Leila (year 6) and for the last four years I’ve been a 
parent Governor too. As chair of the Achievement Committee, my role is to lead 
Governors in monitoring how well children are achieving and the progress they 
make with their learning, across the school from nursery to year 6. We also 
cover the curriculum and teaching performance, acting as critical friends to the 
leadership team. I’m hoping you will elect me for a second term so that I can carry on helping to 
make sure that Heathbrook students keep up the fantastic results we’re so proud of, and that they 
continue to benefit from the broad and rich curriculum – including music, arts, sport and outdoor 
learning - that makes Heathbrook such a great place for our children to learn. 
 

 
Maria Monfries 

I believe I have a number of positive skills to offer the Governing Body for and on behalf of its 
parents and carers. I am committed to supporting the Heathbrook School community. I was a pupil 
and a parent of four children who have attended, currently attend and will soon be joining the 
school. Our family consider ourselves very fortunate to have a school with so much space for 
outdoor learning, a school committed to sports, music and art, as well as, the core curriculum, 
alongside ensuring the safety and security of our children. I support our approach to parent school 
partnership. I am looking forward to being able to contribute as part of the governing body and to 
continue to support the journey of school improvement as well as supporting the staff who are 
doing a wonderful job despite external impacts - one being - less funding for education. 
 

 
Michelle Reid 

The mother of two daughters who have attended Heathbrook Primary School 
since 2005 - present. I am a proactive member of the community who strongly 
believes in joint, combined efforts when approaching objectives and aims. The 
sole purpose of all of the work I do both personally and socially is based on 
awareness of 'self and learning to be the best you can be'. This extends to all 
elements of wellbeing: Mentally, emotionally, physically, environmentally and 
socially. Also involved is the importance of understanding individuality and difference and ensuring 
provisions are in place to cater to specific individual needs. As a collective community of 
knowledgeable teachers, support staff, parents and volunteers I believe that we can all contribute 
positively to the development of our children, our community and ourselves. 
 

 
Susanne Klinker 

I am mother to Eleni (yr 4) and Marius (yr 2) and I was elected as parent governor 
soon after joining the Heathbrook community four years ago. It has been a real 
privilege to support our school in this way, for example as chair of the ‘wellbeing 
committee’ which oversees how the needs of children are met to enable them to 
be ready for learning, or as member of the ‘achievement committee’, where we 
carefully analyse the progress all groups of children make to ensure best 
outcomes for all. As a governor I have gained real insight into the depth of the school’s 
commitment to supporting all our children in their development and learning.  As a secondary 
school teacher by profession I have a good understanding of the context in which schools 
operate.  If re-elected I would be proud to continue helping Heathbrook to the best of my abilities. 


