
Literacy Week 8  
 
This week we are reading ‘The Iron Man’ by Ted Hughes. Do not worry, you do 
not need the book. You can listen to a reading of the book here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n62nm8X84Bs 
 
 
Session 1 - Explore It  
 
Look at the illustration and carefully read the text below.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Answer the questions below in your yellow book. Remember to use full sentences and read back your 
work to check it makes sense.  
 

1) What is happening here? 
2) Who is the text about? Who has been drawn on the opposite page?  
3) Why is ‘Nobody knows’ repeated three times? How does this make you feel? 
4) What do you learn about Iron Man from this page?  
5) How do you think people may react if they saw Iron Man? Why do you think that? 
6) Does his character remind you of any other fictional story characters? Why?  

 
Look at the front cover and answer the questions below. 

1) What more do we learn about Iron Man? 
2) Where do you think he is? 
3) Do you think Iron Man is kind? Scary? Friendly? Rude? Frightened? Explain your thoughts…  
4) How do you think Iron Man is feeling? 

 
 
SPELLING WORD OF THE DAY: height 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n62nm8X84Bs


Session 2 - Illustrate It  
 
Read the text from session one again carefully. Think about how Iron Man is described. How do you 
know how enormous he is? What gives this impression? What is iron? What other objects can you think 
of that are made of iron or metal? Have a look around your house for some ideas. What items would you 
use if you were to create the Iron Man? Maybe he has forks as fingers? Or a saucepan for a foot? 
 
Draw or create your own Iron Man out of metal household objects and junk. Think carefully about 
what objects you could use and for what body part. Try to be really creative. Are you going to draw him 
on his own? Or will you include a background? Where might your Iron Man be? You may want to draw 
him near a building to show just how big he really is.  
 
Challenge: label all the pieces of junk and household items you use in your picture. Explain why you 
have chosen to use those for that specific part of the body.  
 
Please email your creations to Miss Jackson and Mr Howell - we would love to see 
what  you come up with!  
 
SPELLING WORD OF THE DAY: famous 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Session 3 - Talk About It  
 
Read back the text from session one. You can write your answers down, discuss with a family member 
or over FaceTime with a friend. Try to use full sentences when answering.  
 

1) Find and copy any words and phrases from the text that tell you just how enormous the iron man 
is. Think of some other things Iron Man could be compared to. What about his glowing eyes? 
Write down some of your own similes, expanded noun phrases and adjectives to describe him.  
E.g. ‘The Iron Man stood like a tall oak tree towering over the town’ or ‘The Iron Man’s iron body 
was as shiny as a new ten pence coin.’  

2) What does the ‘brink of a cliff’ mean?  
3) Why do you think this story starts with Iron Man on the ‘brink of a cliff?’  
4) Where do you think Iron Man came from?  
5) Would you like to meet Iron Man in person? Explain your answer 



6) Who do you think made Iron Man? Why did they make him?  
 
SPELLING WORD OF THE DAY: strange 
 
 
 
Session 4 - Imagine It  
 
Think about where the story starts. Iron Man is standing on top of a cliff… but what is he looking out to?  
Imagine you are Iron Man standing on the edge of the cliff, what can you see? Are you overlooking a 
busy city? Maybe a rural town? Is the cliff next to an ocean? What time of day? Sunset? What country 
are you in? This may change the view and weather… You can use some of the ideas below to help you 
if need be.  
 
Draw/ create what Iron Man can see whilst he is looking over the cliff. Think about the colours you 
use. Try to give as much detail as possible.  
 
Challenge: use your illustration to help you write your 
own setting description. 
 
 
SPELLING WORD OF THE DAY: peculiar 
 

 

 
 
 
Session 5 - Create It  
 
Imagine you are on the top of the cliff and witnessed the arrival of  Iron Man. You have been asked to 
write a news report about the event. What information might you need to include? Where was the 
sighting? What time/ day was it? How would you describe the iron man? Were there any spectators to 
give an eyewitness account?  
 
Create your own news report about the sighting of Iron Man. You can write this in your yellow books 
or publish this on the computer. If you were feeling very creative, maybe you could create a video of you 
broadcasting and presenting the news? Maybe a family member could be your eyewitness or maybe you 
dress up as different people?  
 
SPELLING WORD OF THE DAY: bicycle 


