
Literacy 
 
This week we have chosen ‘Billy’s Bucket’ by Kes Gray as a story to look at with 
your child. You don’t need the book, you can listen to the story here. 
 
1. Explore it: 
Read the spread from the text below and look carefully at the illustration:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Talk together about what is happening here. Whose birthday is it? Think about the character 
of Billy. What do you know about him from the text and illustrations? Who does he live with? 
What is their home like? What objects in the room do you think belong to Billy? What is 
similar about Billy’s life and your own? What is different?  
 
Now think about the present Billy asks for. Is this what you would expect a child like you to 
ask for as a birthday present? Why do you think he might want a bucket? What might he 
want to do with it? Have you got a bucket in your home? What do you use it for?  
 
Look at and think about Billy’s mum and dad. How do they react to his request? Look at the 
way the illustrator has drawn their faces. What does this tell you about how they are feeling? 
Can you make this expression yourself? What do you think they might have been expecting 
him to ask for? Do you think they will get him the bucket he wants? Why or why not?  
 
2. Illustrate it: 
Imagine it is Billy’s Birthday. Think about the moment he opens his birthday present from his 
mum and dad. What do you think will be inside? Close your eyes and try to picture this 
moment in your head. Where is Billy opening the present? Are his mum and dad there? 
What are they doing? Is it in the lounge where they are sitting now, or somewhere else? 
What is the wrapping paper like? What is underneath the paper as he tears it off? How does 
he react to what he sees?  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KQyFMEQV8fo


When you have a really clear picture in your mind, take a pencil and some paper and draw 
what you see. If you have coloured pencils, felt tips or crayons, you could use these to add 
colour to the illustrations as you can see in the book. You could ask someone else at home 
to draw alongside you. Did they have the same idea as you or a different one? Remember, 
everyone has their own ideas, and that this is a good thing, and there is no right or wrong 
answer.  
 
3. Talk about it: 

● What do you think Billy was doing just before he asked for the bucket? Look at where 
he is standing and the way his body is facing. What might have given him the idea of 
asking for a bucket?  

● Why do you think Billy’s mum tells him that “buckets are far too bucketty to be a 
birthday present.” What does she mean? What do you think she is really thinking 
here?  

● What else do you think might happen on Billy’s birthday?  
● What is your most memorable birthday present? Who gave it to you and why was it 

so special?  
 
4. Imagine it: 
What do you think Billy would do with a bucket if he actually got one? Have you ever used a 
bucket before? What did you do with it? Perhaps you’ve been to the seaside and used one 
to build a sandcastle or collect water from the sea, crabs or shrimps or rocks and shells in. 
Perhaps you’ve used a bucket to wash a car with.  
 
Think about all the different things that Billy could possibly do with a bucket and write these 
down in a list. Now look at the list you have made. Which thing do you most think Billy wants 
the bucket for? Draw a picture of Billy with his bucket in this situation.  
 
5. Create it: 
Imagine that it is nearly your birthday. Do you think you’d like to get a bucket like Billy? Why 
or why not? What do you think you would like to ask for as a present? Why would you like 
this particular thing? What would you use it for, or what would you do with it? If you asked 
someone at home for this as a present, how would they react? Would they be surprised, like 
Billy’s mum and dad were, or would it be something they would expect you to ask for? 
 
Make a picturebook page, like the one you have just seen to show you asking for this 
present. Who will you ask? How will you ask them? Where will you be when you ask? What 
will their reaction be? Draw the scene that you imagine, then use words to explain what is 
happening. Think about how the illustrator showed you that Billy’s mum and dad were 
feeling, by the way he drew their eyes and mouths. Can you show how people react by the 
way you draw their faces? You could add speech bubbles or thought bubbles to show what 
people in the scene are saying or thinking.  
 
MATHS 
This week it’s all about the number 8! Last week you were working on your deeper 
understanding of 7. How did it go? Now let’s think about what numbers come before and 
after 8, where can we find it in everyday contexts and how to make the number 8 using other 
numbers. 



 
Session 1: Watch it 

● Watch the number blocks number 8 video here. 
 
Session 2: Talk about it 

● Show 8 on our fingers. Let’s check, count your fingers again. We know one hand is 
always five. So 8 is one hand plus three fingers on your other hand. Make a silly 
rhyme e.g. eight, mate. Is 8 still number 8 if you have all of the same objects (even if 
you reorder them)? Is 8 still number 8 if you have different objects (even if you 
reorder them)? Always count to check how many you have altogether.  

 
Session 3: Find it 
Always be on a look out for 8.  

● How many different places can they find it through the week? Why not keep a list. 
● Can you find 8 leaves or flowers on your daily exercise? Or 8 t-shirts in your bedroom 

draw? 
● Where in the house is the number 8 hiding? 
● Write the numbers 1 to 9 on a piece of paper. Can your child find number 8? What 

number comes before 8? What number comes after 8? What number is in the middle 
of 7 and 9?  

 
Session 4: Game time 

● Body percussion. Can you make a rhythm of 8 beats? E.g. clap clap, stamp stamp, 
shoulders shoulders, clap, clap. Count as you do the action. Can you copy someone 
else’s rhythm? 

● Pennies in the purse. Have a purse (or container) with up to 8 pennies in. Ask your 
child to count the pennies out one at a time. Check they are right. Write the number 
on a piece of paper. When you have played the game a few times, ask your child 
what is the biggest number they have written? What is the smallest number? 

 
Session 5: Create it 
This is an opportunity to let your child’s imagination run wild so we’d like to keep it open 
ended. Can they make up a story about number 8? You could make a picture or make a 
model. 
 
 
Some more songs for number seven: 
Showing the number 8 in different ways ,Numtums number 8 (Cbeebies) , Sesame street: 
Number 8, Number 8 rap (cbeebies) 
 
 
Hello all, 
 
Please see this week's STEM activity. Thank you! 
 
STEM Activity/Challenge  
Rainbow colours! Below are 3 different "colourful" experiments you can try this week. 
Have lots of fun with these! And remember, don't be 'blue', be a scientist!  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QA7iJSlxQZk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kdzD8Z2Ip6A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SSB-Q8pl3tc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cORUvLQRI_Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cORUvLQRI_Y
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/presenters-number-rap-8?collection=number-raps


     

 
 
1. LEMON VOLCANO 
You will need:- 
Lemons (grab a few!) 
Baking Soda 
Food Coloring 
 
Method: - 
Cut the lemon in half 
Give it a little squeeze to release the juice!  
Add the food colouring 
Sprinkle on a generous helping of the baking soda and push down to get the lava flowing!  
Squeeze the other half of the lemon juice on top to make a really frothy volcano! 
 
Try the experiment with a variety of citrus fruits to see which produces the best eruption! 
What’s your guess? 
 
2. MILK PATTERNS 
You will need:- 
Milk 
Washing-up liquid; 
Food colouring 
A jar lid, or small bowl 
A cotton bud or similar 
 



Method: - 
Pour enough milk into the jar lid/bowl to cover the bottom. 
Add little drops of food colouring into the milk. Use different colours for more colourful 
results! 
Take a cotton bud and dip it in washing-up liquid and touch it into the milk. 
Note what happens! The colours will spread in the milk, and create strange patterns and 
shapes. Try different combinations of food colouring to create different patterns 
 
3. RAINBOW PAPER 
You will need:- 
A bowl filled with water 
Clear nail polish 
Black paper or black card 
Towel to lay wet paper on 
 
Method: - 
Drip one little drop of nail polish into the bowl of water 
Wait a couple of seconds and then dip the piece of black paper into the water  
Pull it out again 
That’s it! 
 


