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10 June 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers of children in Year 5, 
 

Readmitting Pupils in Year 5 
 

Before half term I explained our governors’ decision to invite Year 6 pupils to 
start back at school. Since then, staff and governors have been monitoring the 
impact of social distancing and other measures on children in schools across 
the country. We have also now had the opportunity to observe the positive 
response of our own Year 6 to our adapted Heathbrook Community 
Curriculum. 
 

In recognition of how older children are more able to manage the challenges 
of school within the new government guidelines, governors have decided that 
the next stage is to invite Year 5 pupils to start. This letter therefore explains 
the process for those children in Year 5 who would want to come to school 
from next Monday (15th June). 
 

We appreciate that this is later notice than we would normally give you, 
however we are having to work within an ever-changing context and thank 
you for your patience. 
 

Many families are still unsure about whether or not to send their children back 
to school. Please remember that each family will have their own situation to 
consider. As a community during this difficult time, it is vital that we recognise 
and understand our different perspectives. Whatever decision you make, 
there is not necessarily a right or a wrong. Not sending your child back to 
school next week could be the right thing to do for you. Equally, sending your 
child back to school next week could be the right thing to do for you too. 
 

All school policies remain in place, including our usual safeguarding 
procedures, attendance expectations and our Be the Best you can Be! ethos. 
 

All schools are following new government guidelines for COVID-19. We have 
produced an extremely comprehensive plan in order to implement appropriate 
protective measures. Staff and governors have worked together on this and 
will continue to adapt it as things change.  
 

Although much of what happens in school will be the same as before, these 
protective measures mean that some things will be different. At this stage, this 
is what those measures will look like: 

http://www.heathbrook.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Reopening-Heathbrook.pdf
http://www.heathbrook.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Reopening-Heathbrook.pdf
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How will the day start? 

 School will start at 9.05am 

 Make a social distanced queue (as people do for supermarkets) on the 
pavement outside the main gate from 9.00am 

 Parents or carers can stand with children in their space, marked by 
rainbows attached to the railings 

 Senior staff will be at the front gate 

 Each child will sanitise their hands just inside the gate using hand 
sanitiser gel 

 Children will then walk through into the playground where they will be 
met by teaching staff 

 Parents or carers are unable to come onto the school premises at this 
time and government guidance requests you to leave following usual 
social distancing measures. 
 

Who will my child be with? 

 Children will be divided into groups of no more than 15 pupils; learning 
spaces have been reorganised to ensure individual working spaces 

 Each group will be supported by a team of 3 teaching staff through the 
week 

 We will use our usual sensitivity to group the children with friends as 
much as possible 

 Due to the limit of the group size, we cannot guarantee that every child 
will be with their usual classteacher. 

  
What learning will my child be able to do if they stay at home? 

 As explained previously, staff will continue to provide activities for 
pupils who stay at home 

 Pupils who stay at home will also continue to be phoned on a regular 
basis by their classteacher 

 The children in school will be taught the same activities that are being 
posted on our website. 

  
What does my child need to bring to school? 

 All children will need to wear uniform; if this is difficult, eg. your child 
has grown out of certain clothes during the past two months, please 
contact someone in the office 

 Your child will need a healthy packed lunch; low sugar, low salt, low fat 
and remember we are a nut-free school 
[note that we will ask the children to take remains and rubbish home] 

 If your child is entitled to free school meals you have been issued with 
an Edenred voucher for next week 

 To avoid using shared cups and water fountains, please make sure 
your child has a water bottle which will be named at school 

 To reduce the amount of equipment everyone touches, we are 
encouraging children to bring their own pencil cases; every child will be 
given necessary equipment for any activity. 
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What happens if a child shows symptoms of Covid-19? 

 If your child shows any symptoms of COVID-19 at home, it is 
absolutely essential that you keep them at home and follow NHS 
guidelines for isolating 

 If a child develops COVID-19 symptoms at school, we will immediately 
isolate the child and call home for the child to be collected. Testing 
should be arranged immediately. Until the results are known, the other 
children and staff in the class group will be sent home to begin 14 days 
self-isolation. If the test result is negative then the class group pupils 
and staff can return. 

  
How will the day end? 

 At 3.25pm all the children will be let out through the main gate onto St 
Rule Street 

 Senior staff will again be present to supervise 

 Parents or carers are unable to come onto the school premises at this 
time and government guidance requests you to leave following usual 
social distancing measures. 

  
Can a child be part of the Key Worker provision and attend a Year 5 
group? 

 No, due to the government’s requirement to keep groups of children 
apart your child can attend either the Key Worker provision or a Year 5 
class group 

 You will have to choose what option best suits your situation bearing in 
mind the timings for both. 

 
Whether you are intending to send your child back next week or not, please 
let us know as soon as possible by emailing admin@heathbrook.org. 
Teaching staff need to be able to plan for those children who do come back, 
so if we have not heard from you by tomorrow (Thursday) morning, someone 
will call to check. 
 
If you decide next week is too early for your child to come back to school, your 
child will be able to start any Monday after that up until the end of term; 
Monday 22nd June, Monday 29th June and so on, as long as you let us know 
by 9am on the Thursday prior to their return date. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or another 
senior member of staff by emailing admin@heathbrook.org. Please try to 
avoid asking us questions at drop off or pick up when everyone will be trying 
to maintain social distance. 
 
Kind regards, 
  
  
Ben Roberts 
Headteacher 
 


