
Literacy Week 12 
 
This week we are continuing reading the book ‘The Great Kapok Tree’ by 
Lynne Cherry. Don’t worry, you do not need the book. You can listen to 
and read the book here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J1Teb-_jTyI 
 
 
Session 1 - Explore It 
 
Have a read/ listen to the book again.  
Pause the video at 6:53minutes. Then look at the illustration and read 
the text below.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘He hesitated. Then he dropped the ax and walked out of the rainforest.’  
 

Think about, discuss and answer the questions below in your yellow book.  
- What has happened?  
- Why do you think the man hesitated? What does that mean? 
- Why do you think the man dropped the ax and walked out of the rainforest? What or who do you 

think influenced the man’s decision?  
- Where do you think he is going?  
- How do you think the animals feel as they watch the man walk away? Why?  
- What do you think would happen to the rainforest or animals if the man was to chop down the 

tree?  
- Would you chop down the tree if you were there? Explain your answer.  

 
 
SPELLING WORD OF THE DAY: animals 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J1Teb-_jTyI


Session 2 - Illustrate It  
 
Re read the book but pay close attention to what the animals are saying. Think about the reasons they 
are giving to the senhor convincing him not to chop down the tree.  
 

- What do you think would happen if the trees were chopped down? Do you know what this is 
called?  

- What would happen to all of the animals and tribes living there?  
- Do you agree with deforestation? Gives reasons for your opinion.  

 
Use the following links to help give you some ideas: 

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nUstYj4o2VQ 
- https://kids.kiddle.co/Deforestation 

 
Task: Draw a picture of what the rainforest would look like after deforestation. Think carefully 
about what would be left? Where will the animals go? What may happen to them? What colours would 
you use now?  
 
Now compare your picture today to the beautiful image you drew last week. What is the same? What is 
different?  
 
SPELLING WORD OF THE DAY:  deforestation 
 
 
 
Session 3 - Talk About It 
 
Think back to yesterday's session. What is it called when a rainforest is destroyed? Watch the videos 
below and then discuss and answer the questions below. You can answer in full sentences in your book 
or discuss these with a friend/ family member.  
 
https://kids.kiddle.co/Deforestation 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yS5FTnW3Jqo 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oA10-oZi4Xc (Miss Jackson finds this very sad, you may too! But it is 
very important to watch and be aware).  
 

- What is deforestation?  
- Why does deforestation happen?  
- What are the causes of deforestation?  
- What will happen if deforestation continues?  
- Does deforestation affect/ cause climate change?  
- Why is deforestation harmful to animals? 
- How can we help reduce/ prevent deforestation? Give as many ideas you can think of. 
- Do you agree with deforestation? Explain your answer. 
- How did the Iceland advert make you feel?  

 
 
SPELLING WORD OF THE DAY:  breathe 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nUstYj4o2VQ
https://kids.kiddle.co/Deforestation
https://kids.kiddle.co/Deforestation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yS5FTnW3Jqo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oA10-oZi4Xc


 
Session 4: Imagine It 
 
Read the story once again - pay close attention to what the animals are saying to the senhor.  
 
Imagine you are an animal in the Amazon Rainforest and are witnessing the senhor chop down the 
Kapok Tree.  Write a short paragraph, in the style of Lynne Cherry, explaining why he should not chop 
down the tree. Follow the steps below to help you.  
 

1) Think of an animal that lives in the Amazon Rainforest.  
2) Think of 1 or 2 adjectives to describe this animal. E.g. A green tree frog, with legs longer than 

a giant or a beautiful, rainbow like parakeet soared through the rainforest towards the 
senhor... 

3) Think of a verb to explain how it is moving/ what it is doing. Think about how each animal moves: 
slithering, prowling, pouncing, soaring, dangling. Where is the animal? Is it in the tree 
perched on a branch? Hovering in the sky? Crawling across the ground? 

4) Think about how the animal will speak. E.g. Squaked, growled, barked, croaked, mumbled, 
whispered, in a high-pitched voice…  

5) Now, using speech marks, think about what the animal will say to the senhor. Why must he not 
chop down the tree? What would happen if he did? What would the animal do? What are the 
impacts of deforestation? E.g. Reduced oxygen levels, animal habitats destroyed, animal’s 
food, canopy acts as protection from the bright sun and torrential rain, killing animals, the 
beauty of the rainforest...  

6) Closing speech mark.  
 
 
SPELLING WORD OF THE DAY:  destroyed 
 
 
Session 5 - Create It 
 
This week we have learnt about deforestation and the disastrous effects chopping down a rainforest can 
have. What facts can you remember about deforestation? What is it? What causes deforestation? What 
can deforestation result in? Why is it so bad? How can we prevent deforestation?  
 
Use what you have learnt this week to create an informative or persuasive poster about 
deforestation and why we should stop this!  
 
Remember: 

- Facts/ information - what is it? What are the causes/ effects? How to prevent it! 
- Use some persuasive language: E.g. You have to stop! STOP! Capital letters and exclamation 

marks for emphasis  
- A clear title 
- Colour to make it eye catchy and encourage people to read your poster 
- Neat handwriting so it is easy to read  

 
 
SPELLING WORD OF THE DAY:  causes 


