
Literacy 
 
This week we have chosen ‘Blue Penguin’ by Petr Horáček (Walker) for 
you to look at with your child. You don’t need the book, you can listen to 
the story here. 
 
1. Explore it:  

● Read the spread below and look carefully at the illustration.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

● What do you think is happening here? How do you think Blue Penguin is feeling? How do 
you know? What might be making him feel like this?  

● Look at all the other penguins. Why do you think they are all staring at the blue penguin? 
What do you think they are thinking? Why do you think they are asking if Blue Penguin is 
a ‘real penguin’? Is this a friendly thing to do? How do you think this makes Blue Penguin 
feel? How do the other penguins look, compared to Blue Penguin? How might it feel to 
have them all crowded round you like this?  

● Now look at where the story is set. How would you describe this place? What is the 
landscape and the weather like? Would you like to be there? Do you know where in the 
world this might be? Have you seen Emperor penguins before? Do you know where they 
live?  

● If you have a map or a globe at home, use this to find Antarctica and talk about where it is 
in relation to where you are, and what it is like there.  

 
2. Illustrate it  
Imagine how confused Blue penguin must be to be asked if he is a ‘real penguin’. He feels like a 
penguin.  

● How might he show the others that he is a real penguin? What do you think all penguins 
do? How do they move? What do they sound like? If you haven’t seen penguins before, 
or you aren’t sure, you could watch this Andy’s Wild Adventures video from CBeebies, to 
tell you more about Emperor Penguins: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b01cbmy4/andys-wild-adventures-series-1-1-empe
ror-penguins  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I-1eTlZAS-U
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b01cbmy4/andys-wild-adventures-series-1-1-emperor-penguins
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b01cbmy4/andys-wild-adventures-series-1-1-emperor-penguins


● What kind of things could Blue Penguin show them that he can do to show he is just like 
them? Choose one of these things to draw. Look at how Petr Horáček shares how Blue 
Penguin is feeling in the way he shows expression on his face and in his body in the 
spread from the book and on the front cover. How would Blue Penguin be feeling when he 
does this new activity? How can you show this in the way his face and body look? How 
will the other penguins look when they see Blue Penguin doing this?  

● Think about how Petr Horáček shows us what Antarctica is like in the way he has drawn 
the setting. You could include some of the setting in your own drawing to show the wider 
landscape around Blue Penguin and the other penguins. If you have coloured pencils, felt 
tips or crayons, you could think about how to use colour to bring the scene to life.  

 
3. Talk about it: 

● Why do you think the other penguins asked if Blue Penguin was a real penguin?   
● Was it kind to ask Blue Penguin if he was a real penguin? What could the other penguins 

have said or done to be more welcoming?  
● Why does Blue Penguin feel like a penguin? How is he the same as the others?  
● What make you the same as your family or friends? What makes you different or special?  

 
4. Imagine it: 

● Think about how sad or confused Blue Penguin might be after this and how you could 
help him feel good about what makes him different and special. Perhaps you could write a 
kind note to share your thoughts. Share this with someone in your family. Do they agree it 
will help Blue Penguin feel proud?  

● You could also think about what you might want to say to the other penguins about how 
they could make Blue Penguin feel more welcome. What do you think they should do or 
say now?  

 
5. Create it:  

● Think about what makes you the same and what makes you different to your friends and 
family. Talk about what kinds of things you have in common; perhaps you share similar 
features like eye or hair colour; perhaps you like to do the same things; perhaps you 
behave in similar ways?  

● Now think about how you are different from other people. What makes you unique and 
special? What differences could you celebrate and enjoy about yourself?  

● Draw and write about yourself to show what links you to your friends and family and what 
makes you special and unique. Share this with someone and encourage them to create a 
celebration of themselves too. What would the world be like if everyone was exactly the 
same?  

 
 
Maths 
This week it’s all about the number 9! Last week you were working on your deeper understanding 
of 9. How did it go? Now let’s think about what numbers come before and after 9, where can we 
find it in everyday contexts and how to make the number 9 using other numbers. 
 
Session 1: Watch it 

● Watch the number blocks number 9 video here. 
 
Session 2: Talk about it 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6QdwB7ZCyMA


● Show 9 on our fingers. Let’s check, count your fingers again. We know one hand is 
always five. So 9 is one hand plus four fingers on your other hand. Make a silly rhyme e.g. 
nine, fine. Is 9 still number 9 if you have all of the same objects (even if you reorder 
them)? Is 9 still number 9 if you have different objects (even if you reorder them)? Always 
count to check how many you have altogether.  

 
Session 3: Find it 
Always be on a look out for 9.  

● How many different places can they find it through the week? Why not keep a list. 
● Can you find 9 leaves or flowers on your daily exercise? Or 9 cups in the cupboard at 

home? Maybe  
● Where in the house is the number 9 hiding? Maybe on your TV remote!  
● Write the numbers 1 to 9 on a piece of paper. Can your child find number 9? What 

number comes before 9? What number comes after 9? What number is in the middle of 8 
and 10?  

 
Session 4: Game time 

● I’m thinking of 2 numbers: Tell you child the two numbers e.g. 6 and 3. Get them to use 
their fingers to show 6 first, then add 3 more. Ask your child ‘how many do you have?’ 
Repeat with other number bonds to 9 e.g. 5 and 4. You could have this more challenging 
by saying the smaller number first e.g. 2 and 7. 

● Hopscotch! Either outside with chalk or inside with paper. Can you make a hopscotch grid 
all the way to number 9? Write the numbers and then do the jumps!  

 
Session 5: Create it 

● This is an opportunity to let your child’s imagination run wild so we’d like to keep it open 
ended. Can they make up a story about number 9? You could make a picture or make a 
model. 

 
 
Some more songs for number nine: 
Showing the number 9 in different ways ,Numtums number 9 (Cbeebies) , Sesame street: 
Number 9, Number 9 rap (cbeebies) 
 
STEM Activity/Challenge  
 
Shadow investigations - Don't be afraid of your shadow! Have a go at these fun experiments on a 
sunny day! Record your results and take lots of pictures.  
 
1. HOW LONG IS A SHADOW? 
You will need:- 
Toy 
Piece of paper 
Sunny day! 
 
Method: - 
Put your toy on a piece of paper 
Look at the shadow. WHy do you think there is shadow? Can you experiment with shadows at 
different times of the day? You should find that the Sun makes the longest shadows at the 
beginning and end of the day, when the Sun is lowest in the sky and the shortest shadows at 
midday, when it’s highest in the sky. 
 
2. SHADOW PUPPETS 
You will need:- 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h-7L6OHTOiE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=meTvRsaKSK0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=25SsCCCwmz8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=25SsCCCwmz8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/presenters-number-rap-9?collection=number-raps


Cardboard 
Scissors  
Sellotape 
Stick 
Torch 
 
Method: - 
Cut out a shadow shape featuring a character from a story. You can make more than one 
Attach the cardboard shape to a stick or craft stick using sellotape 
Ask an adult to hold the torch behind the shadow puppet with the puppet near a wall or the floor, 
you should see a shadow form 
Try moving the torch further and closer from the shadow puppet to investigate how the shadow 
changes. Moving the shadow puppet closer and further from the wall or floor will also change the 
shadow shape 
Make shadow puppet story!  
 
3. HUMAN SUNDIAL 
You will need:- 
Open space 
Chalk 
Sunny day! 
 
Method: - 
Mark a spot on the ground with an X to stand on everytime 
Do your shadow tracings every two hours e.g. 8:30 am, 10:30 am, 12:30 pm, 2:30 pm, and 4:30 
pm. 
Ask your child to describe their shadows each time they trace the shadow e.g.long and skinny, 
short and fat, etc. Record this observation and note the time 
Measure the length of the shadow each time you trace it and record 
Predict where their shadow will be and what it will look like at the next tracing time 
 


