
Week 11 Literacy 
 
This week we are reading the book ‘The Great Kapok Tree’ by Lynne 
Cherry. Don’t worry, you do not need the book. You can listen to and read 
the book here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J1Teb-_jTyI 
 
 
Session 1 - Explore It 
 
Look carefully at the world map below. What does this show? Have you 
been to any of these continents? What do the green areas represent? 
Can you spot any familiar animals? 

Our book is set in the Amazon Rainforest. Today, you are going to explore the Amazon Rainforest 
by researching information. Write down all of your facts in your yellow books or type them up on 
the computer.  
 

- Find 5-10 interesting facts about the Amazon Rainforest. Super if you find even more 
facts! There are websites on the last page to use! But only write down facts you 
understand!  

 
- Next, research some of the animals that are native to the Amazon Rainforest. You 

could use an animal you see around the map e.g: tapir, scarlet macaw, emerald tree boa, 
three-toed sloth, ocelot, woolly monkey, squirrel monkey or jaguar OR an animal you have 
found from your research.  

 
 
SPELLING WORD OF THE DAY: rainforest 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J1Teb-_jTyI


Session 2 - Illustrate It 
 
Listen to this sound clip:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=998KzMrrTXQ  
 
Use the sound clip to help you imagine you are in the Amazon Rainforest. It may help to close your 
eyes. What can you hear and see? What colours are around you? How does it feel?  
 
Draw one of the animals you researched in session 1. Think about your animal, what it looks 
like, it’s habitat, how it moves or where it might be. Is it swinging through the trees? Is it soaring 
through the sky? Prowling across the ground? Or camouflaged in the bushes? Then add in your 
background! The trees? Other animals? A waterfall or river? What colours will you use?  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=91hEUyLwsZ0 - some animals in the rainforest! 
 
We would love to see your creations! 
 
 
SPELLING WORD OF THE DAY: extreme 
 
 
 
Session 3 - Talk About It 
 
Look back at your drawing yesterday, what animal did you draw? Discuss the answers to these 
questions with a family, friend or write them in your book. You may have to do some research 
online - there are websites on the last page.  
 

- What is the name of your animal? 
- Why did you choose to draw that animal?  
- What type of animal is it? Is it an insect? Mammal? Bird? Reptile?  
- What does your animal like to eat? Are they a carnivore, Herbivore or omnivore? Do they 

have to hunt for food?  
- What is their habitat? Where in the rainforest do they live?  
- What is your animal’s prey? What may hunt or eat them?  
- Find 3-5 interesting, fun facts out about your animal.  

 
Challenge: you could create your own David Attenborough style video stating facts and 
research about your animal! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ndMKTnSRsKM  
 
 
SPELLING WORD OF THE DAY:  habitat 
 
 
 
Session 4 - Imagine It 
 
Imagine you are a scientist studying the rainforest. Whilst in the rainforest, you spot your chosen 
animal from session 2. You need to get as much detail to take back to the science lab with you to 
inform other scientists.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=998KzMrrTXQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=91hEUyLwsZ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ndMKTnSRsKM


- Write 5 sentences describing the animal’s appearance. Use similes, good adjectives, 
expanded noun phrases to give detail. Challenge - use a metaphor. 

- Write 2 sentences describing how the animal is moving. Think of some powerful verbs: 
soaring, prowling, pouncing, dangling, racing.  

- Write 1 sentence to describe where the animal is. Perched on a branch? Camouflaged 
in bushes? Sleeping under the canopy?  

 
Challenge - give your description to a friend or family member. Can they draw your chosen 
animal, moving how you describe and in the right location? Can they guess the correct 
animal? 
 
SPELLING WORD OF THE DAY: Amazon 
 
 
 
Session 5 - Create It 
 
You forgot to take a picture of the animal yesterday so you return to the rainforest today but cannot 
spot your animal anywhere!  
 
Create a ‘lost/ wanted’ poster to advertise to others asking them to look out for the animal 
you saw. Use some of the description you gave yesterday as well as ideas from the picture you 
drew in session 2. Give detail and be specific to ensure they find the correct animal.  
 
 
SPELLING WORD OF THE DAY: fruit 
 
 
 
Some useful websites for research on the Amazon Rainforest:  
 
Session 1:  

● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VIQSAm2MbZY 
● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tRlslay6Z4M 
● https://www.scienceforkidsclub.com/amazon-rainforest.html 
● https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/rainforest-habitats 
● https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/physical-geography/amazon-fac

ts/ 
● A virtual school trip to the Amazon - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEsV5rqbVNQ 
 
 
Session 3:  

● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=91hEUyLwsZ0  
● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ndMKTnSRsKM 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VIQSAm2MbZY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tRlslay6Z4M
https://www.scienceforkidsclub.com/amazon-rainforest.html
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/rainforest-habitats
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/physical-geography/amazon-facts/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/physical-geography/amazon-facts/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEsV5rqbVNQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=91hEUyLwsZ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ndMKTnSRsKM

